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The Denver Area Council’s 

 

Resident Cub Scout Camp 
 
 

Session 1 – June 8 - 10 (Sun-Tues)  Session 8 – July 3 - 5 (Thurs-Sat) 
Session 2 – June 12 - 14 (Thurs-Sat)  Session 9 – July 6 - 8 (Sun-Tues) 
Session 3 – June 15 - 17 (Sun-Tues)  Session 10 – July 10 - 12 (Thurs-Sat) 

Session 4 – June 19 - 21 (Thurs-Sat)  Session 11 – July 13 - 15 (Sun-Tues) 

Session 5 – June 22 - 24 (Sun-Tues)  Session 12 – July 17 - 19 (Thurs-Sat)  
Session 6 – June 26 - 28 (Thurs-Sat)  Session 13 – July 20 - 22 (Sun-Tues) 

Session 7 – June 29 - July 1 (Sun-Tues) Session 14 – July 24 - 26 (Thurs-Sat) 

 
Session 15 – July 27 – 29 (Sun-Tues) SPECIAL NEEDS ONLY 

 

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Participant Guidebook 

 is the resident Cub Scout Camp for the 
Denver Area Council located at Peaceful Valley Scout Ranch. Cub Scouts and their 
parents and leaders will experience an adventure while staying in a campsite that has a 
gathering shelter surrounded by spacious sleeping tents. Each tent has a capacity for 2-
3 people; tents are on permanent platforms and have cots with foam pads. Each shelter 
has male and female showers and restrooms and is the gathering place for activities 
and meals. All campers from your pack will be assigned to the same shelter. Campers 
at each shelter will be divided into three groups, and as much as possible, will be 
divided according to Wolf, Bear, and Webelos rank to rotate through activities. A staff 
member lives in each shelter and may be contacted in case of emergencies during the 
night. The campsites are located around a central administrative area that has the 
camp’s office, medical station, and the Magness Trading Post. 
 
Peaceful Valley Scout Ranch is located in central Colorado, 65 miles southeast of 
Denver, a few miles south of the town of Elbert. The ranch consists of roughly 3,316 
acres of mountain park terrain at 7,000 feet in elevation along the Palmer Divide in the 
Black Forest. Peaceful Valley is a working ranch with over 1,000 acres devoted to 
farming and grazing. The population of the ranch, with campers and Leadership Team, 
reaches almost 1,000 per week from the first week in June to the first week in August.  
Magness Adventure Camp is located on the west side of Elbert Highway, separate from 
the Boy Scout camps.   
 
The guiding policies for Peaceful Valley Scout Ranch and Magness Adventure Camp 
are the mission statements for the Boy Scouts of America and Peaceful Valley Scout 
Ranch. 
 
Boy Scouts of America Mission Statement 
 
It is the mission of the Boy Scouts of America to serve others by helping to instill values 
in young people and in other ways prepare them to make ethical choices over their 
lifetime in achieving their full potential. 
 
Peaceful Valley Scout Ranch Mission Statement 
 
The mission of the Denver Area Council summer camping program is to provide each 
Scout with a memorable and challenging outdoor experience. Peaceful Valley Scout 
Ranch enriches the fundamentals of Scouting through unique opportunities for 
leadership and educational growth. 
 
Peaceful Valley Scout Ranch and the Denver Area Council, BSA, are an equal 
opportunity facility that does not discriminate on the basis of sex, color, race, creed or 
religion. 
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 - What to Expect - 
 

Check-In: 
 
Check in will begin no earlier than 1:00 p.m. on the first day of your stay. Please plan to 
arrive on time because there is a limited amount of time to check in. It takes from one to 
two hours or more to drive from most parts of the Denver-Metro area to camp, so please 
plan accordingly. Additionally, be sure to allow for time to unload your gear before the 
activities begin. Upon arrival at camp, your group will check in at the welcome tent and 
you will be assigned to one of the three shelters at Magness. Important information 
regarding the policies and activities of camp can be found at each shelter. Most 
importantly, every group that shows up needs to know their pack number. As soon as 
you have settled in you may go to Lake Kiewit to take your swim test. 
 
Tentative Schedule: 
 
Schedule of open activities may be found in the Program Guidebook. Changes may still 
occur to the schedule. Explanation for some of the scheduled activities may be found in 
the Topical Guide found later in this document. 
 

Day 1  Day 2   Day 3   
1:00 - 3:00 Check In 6:00 Quiet Time Ends 6:00 Quiet Time Ends 

2:00 - 5:00 Open Activities 6:45 - 7:45 Breakfast 6:45 - 7:45 Breakfast 

5:00 - 5:30 Free Time 7:45 Flags 7:45 Flags 

5:30 - 6:30 Dinner 8:20 - 11:50 Program Time 8:20 - 11:50 Program Time 

6:30 Flags 11:50 - 12:00 Free Time 11:50 - 12:00 Free Time 

6:45 - 7:45 Magness Hike to Ice Cream 12:00 - 1:00 Lunch 12:00 - 1:00 Lunch 

7:45 - 8:30 
Magness Games Opening 
Ceremony 

1:00 - 1:30 Free Time 1:00 - 1:30 Free Time 

10:00 Quiet Time Begins 1:30 - 5:00 
Program Time 
Webelos I Activity Badges 
Webelos II Backpacking Trek 

1:30 - 4:30 
Magness Games 
Extravaganza 

  5:00 - 5:30 Free Time 4:30 - 5:00 Free Time 

  5:30 - 6:30 
Dinner 
Webelos Dinner/Overnighter 

5:00 - 6:30 
Magness Games Ceremonial 
Dinner 

  6:30 Flags 6:30 Check Out 

  7:00 - 8:30 Open Activities    

  10:00 Quiet Time Begins    

 
Trading Post 
 
There is a trading post located in the headquarters building. The trading post sells 
snacks, souvenirs (including Peaceful Valley and Magness merchandise), and other 
great stuff. There may also be a limited number of toiletries available to purchase. 
 
Lost and Found 
 
If your camper loses something while he is at camp this summer, you should call the 
Peaceful Valley Headquarters at 303-648-3023 to see if it has been turned in. Lost and 
found must be claimed at Peaceful Valley within approximately 10 days of your session.  
All lost and found not claimed by the end of camp for the summer will be donated to a 
local charity. 
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- Programs and Activities - 
 

Scouts, siblings and parents will participate in color groups which will include a variety 
of program areas. Program areas may include: the lake, nature, crafts, BB guns, 
archery, and other activities that vary each summer. Different advancement 
opportunities will be available and may vary by age in each activity area. Requirements 
towards the BB gun shooting and archery belt loops will be offered at their respective 
areas. A list of requirements that may be accomplished is available in the 
Program Guidebook which may be printed from www.denverboyscouts.org or 
you may pick up a copy at camp. The book will also have a way for each Scout to 
track accomplishments, a map, and the schedule with the list of open activities. 
 
Your stay at Magness will start by moving in to your tent at your assigned shelter. Move 
in quickly because the day has started and activities are available. Take your swim test 
at the lake or go to one of many open activities. Later on your first day, experience a 
hike with your shelter as you go for ice cream and then get to the starting line for the 
opening of the 2008 Magness Games. If you want a great seat come prepared with a 
comfy chair or sit with the mates because the ground won’t hurt. 
 

- Webelos Program - 
 

New for 2008! Experience a Webelos Program that will get boys excited for becoming a 
Boy Scout! Webelos I will spend time working on requirements for their Activity Pins 
while Webelos II will experience a backpacking trek, complete with backcountry 
adventure stations. Both Webelos groups will take part in Camp Dietler’s Flag 
Ceremony and then enjoy dinner and an overnighter on top of Magness’ 2nd Mesa.  
Don’t forget to come prepared for the overnighter with all of the gear listed on the 
equipment list at the end of this book! The staff is willing to help by transporting 
some of your equipment to the top of the 2nd Mesa for you. We will be able to help 
transport the following equipment: sleeping bags, sleeping pads, pillows, and tents.  
Please understand time and space is limited for the transport of equipment so any other 
items should be brought up by you. The equipment may be left in the corner of your 
shelter for transport. 
 

- Aquatics Activities - 
 

Magness Adventure Camp has a wonderful lake for Cub Scouts to explore. On the 
shores of Lake Kiewit are many watercraft. The lake also has a designated area for 
swimming. All activities on the lake will be within accordance of the Guide to Safe 
Scouting. Any adult who is a strong swimmer and capable of assisting in the event of a 
problem must be in each watercraft and PFD’s must be worn by all participants at all 
times. Swim checks will be done for Cub Scout requirements during your first day in 
open activities. Restrictions to watercraft usage may exist based on results of swim 
tests. Your pack may wish to conduct a BSA swim check prior to attending camp.  
Please first contact the Council Camping Department to see if you qualify to acquire a 
pre-camp Swim Test Kit. Results may then be recorded and brought to camp for 
acceptance.  
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- Free Time - 
 

Free time allows for you to enjoy a time to rest and spend time with your family and 
friends. Feel free to lounge in the shelters or travel to the Trading Post. 
 
Remember to refill your water in your free time and stay hydrated. 
 

- Sibling - 
 

Magness does not offer a specific “sibling program”. We are a family camp and we do 
encourage siblings to accompany their parents and Scouts to camp and we also 
encourage them to participate in all of the activities with the Scouts. The Leadership 
Team will not exclude any sibling from an activity simply because they are not a Scout 
and they will make every effort to make them as welcome and involved as anyone else 
at camp. 
 

- Medical and Registration information - 
 

All participants (youth and adult) attending Peaceful Valley Scout Ranch must complete 
a medical form supplied by the Denver Area Council, BSA. All participants staying at 
camp less than 72 hours must complete a Class 1 Medical History. A Class 1 Medical 
History is a brief health history that does not require a physician’s signature. This form 
can be reproduced, but not altered in any way. If you do not have a form, it can be 
found on the council website (www.denverboyscouts.org) or at the Council Service 
Center. The form must be returned to the Council Service Center no later than 15 
days prior to your camp session. 
 
Medications 
 
Under Colorado Law, Scouts and leaders bringing any medication to camp must adhere 
to the following procedures:  
 

• All medications must be turned into the camp’s medical staff (with a few 
exceptions: inhalers, beesting kits, etc.), who will then dispense them to 
campers. Medications will be distributed at mealtimes. More details about times 
will be given upon arrival at camp. 

 
• All medications, both “prescription” and “over-the-counter” must be in the original 

containers, marked with the Scout’s name and pack number and original 
medication information. 

 
• Do not cover up the information and instructions on the medication. Medication in 

pillboxes and non-original containers are considered contaminated and will not 
be accepted. Please send only the amount of medication needed for the time the 
Scout is at camp. 
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Hydration Revelation 
 
The climate at Peaceful Valley Scout Ranch and Magness Adventure camp is extremely 
dry. The camp is located at almost 7000 feet above sea level and therefore, you should 
always be aware of the possibility of becoming dehydrated. Please make sure to drink 
plenty of fluids, water preferably, and remind your Cub Scouts to do the same. Please 
Drink Up! 
 
Special Diets 
 
We are willing to accommodate special diets for campers, whether religious, medical, 
philosophical, or otherwise. Please do two steps to ensure that we can help 
accommodate you while you stay at Magness. First, turn in your physical two weeks 
before camp with an attached note on your dietary needs. Second, please contact the 
camp (303-648-3811) to confirm that arrangements will be made. The camp may not be 
fully prepared for dietary needs if notification is received upon arrival. 
 
Emergencies and Medical Care 
 
Every precaution is taken to ensure a healthy and safe camping experience for all 
Scouts attending Peaceful Valley Scout Ranch. However, accidents and medical 
problems do occur. Peaceful Valley’s Medical Staff operates a well-equipped medical 
lodge that is administered by the Ranch Medical Director. The camp’s medical staff will 
be responsible for treating all medical situations. In the event of a medical emergency, 
the medical staff is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. In case of an 
emergency, the adults should contact the nearest Staff Member for assistance. The 
camp’s medical staff has made special arrangements with local emergency medical 
services and will be the ones dispatched in the event of an emergency. Contacting 911 
may not be the fastest way to receive medical help since the medics are already on 
camp. 
 
In the event of an injury or illness requiring immediate specialized medical attention, the 
care of your Scout will be turned over to the local emergency medical services, which 
may require the use of ground or air ambulance service at their discretion. The costs 
are the responsibility of the patient and family. 
 
Weather 
 
When packing, please remember that Magness is located at 7000 feet. Some evenings 
and days can be cold. Proper rain gear should be brought since there are often 
afternoon thundershowers. However, regardless of the weather, the program will go 
on! Please pack warm layers (coat, stocking cap, etc.) and good raingear. Be 
Prepared!! 
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- Please Note - 
 
Primary Responsibility for Youth 
 
Care and supervision of all youth is to be provided primarily by the parents and the unit 
leaders. The camp staff is responsible for operating an enjoyable program for everyone.  
If a participant becomes disruptive to program or interferes with others, the staff will 
assist unit leaders in managing the problem in accordance with established BSA and 
camp policies. In extreme cases, this may involve removal from camp, at the parents’ 
expense. 
 

 - General Rules and Expectations - 
 

The principles of the Scout Oath and Scout law are the guiding foundations of the 
Denver Area Council camp program. The following rules have been established for the 
health, safety, and protection of all Scouts and leaders attending camp. 
 

1. Do not bring firearms, BB guns, ammunition, archery equipment; camp will 
provide all shooting sports equipment. Do not bring pets. Do not bring valuables 
or irreplaceable items; camp does not provide secure storage. Do not bring 
knives; when needed for activities, they will be provided by camp. Do not bring 
items with inappropriate slogans or logos. (The camp reserves the right to define 
what is “inappropriate.”) 

2. Alcoholic beverages, illegal drugs, and fireworks are not permitted in or around 
Scout camp. Possession or use of them on ranch property is cause for the 
person to leave camp. Use of illegal drugs will be reported to local authorities. 

3. Self-contained stoves and lanterns may not be used. In accordance with Elbert 
County Fire Policies, no open flames are allowed. Leave matches, lighters, 
fireworks, or any other fire starters at home. Remember – no flames in tent!  

4. A “no smoking policy” is in effect on the ranch and smoking or chewing in the 
presence of Scouts is not allowed. YOU ARE THEIR EXAMPLE! If you smoke, 
be aware that there is a fire danger. Smoking is strictly limited to your car and out 
of sight from youth. 

5. All required leaders should have completed Youth Protection Training; however, 
at least 1 adult per contingent must be able to show proof of Youth Protection 
Training. Youth protection training is available on-line at www.olc.scouting.org.  

6. Please leave at home or in your car any handheld game device. We want to 
provide an outdoor experience and video games may be for the car ride or at 
home but not for camp. 
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- Topical Guide - 
 

• Aquatics / Lake 
o Swim Tests 

 Take a test in our Magness Lake to see if you qualify to be a 
swimmer. Cub Scouts can pass off many requirements while 
testing their skills. 

o Canoes and Row Boats 
 Row boats may be used by any Cub Scout and adult. Canoes may 

be used by any Cub Scout or adult if both have passed the swim 
test. 

• Archery Range 
o Shoot your best!!! Work on the requirements for your Archery Belt Loop 

and Pin. Enjoy time at the Archery Range both in your group’s rotation and 
during free time. Remember, safety first, follow the staff guidelines, and 
always ask for permission to enter a range. 

• BB Gun Range 
o Shoot your best!!! Work on the requirements for your BB Gun Belt Loop 

and Pin. Enjoy time at the BB Gun Range both in your group’s rotation 
and during free time. Remember, safety first, follow the staff guidelines, 
and always ask for permission to enter a range. 

• Branding 
o If you come to Magness Adventure Camp at Peaceful Valley you need to 

go home with the mark of camp. The Camp staff will be available at the 
branding location along the trail from Cubbie’s Tower to the BB Gun 
Range. We will provide material to be branded or you can purchase items 
at the Trading Post to brand. You are welcome to brand personal items as 
well. Branding is the heating of a metal object used traditionally on 
livestock to identify ownership. 

• Bulletin Boards 
o Each shelter will have a bulletin board with posted information about 

camp.  Explanation on how to get help at night and locations around camp 
along with camp rules and many more topics will all be posted here. 

• Cat-eye Trail 
o A night hike with a flash light!  Beam your light off into the distance and 

find the nearest reflector in sight.  Hike from reflector to reflector.  If you 
would like, check out a compass from the Trading Post and track your 
bearings as you go! 

• Climbing Wall 
o Try your skills at mountain climbing!  Traverse the man made outdoor wall 

from the start to the finish.  Be careful though, Cub Scouts should always 
use this wall with parental guidance. 

• Color Group 
o When you arrive at camp you will be placed in a Color Group that is based 

on your Cub Scout’s Rank.  Color Group assignments will be posted at 
each shelter by the first breakfast.  Everyone will gather in the field 
between Eagle’s Nest and Lost Creek to find your Color Group Leader at 
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the start of each rotation.  Each group then goes to different activities to 
have fun! 

• Color Group Leader 
o Color Group Leaders are part of the Magness Staff and will help lead you 

and keep you on time when you are with your color group.  They are there 
to help you have fun! 

• Cubbie’s Tower 
o During open activities gaze out across the entire camp.  The tower will 

only be open when Magness Staff are present during open activity times. 
• Cubbie Memory Tree 

o Leave a memory of your stay at Magness by making a memory block and 
adding it to the tree while in your color group.  Design it and personalize it 
while your Cub Scout passes off requirements from making his block with 
our Magness Tools. 

• Elbert Road 
o The road back to civilization can be a dangerous road to cross and travel 

on.  Blind spots exist near the entrance to camp and travelers can be 
going at fast speeds.  Please be cautious when crossing the road. 

• Fishing 
o Grab a pole and drop a line into Lake Kiewit!  We have trout, catfish, and 

bass ready for your hook.  Our lake is fishing of your choice with the ability 
to catch and eat or release. 

• Follow Me Boys 
o Walt Disney Presents a movie starring Fred MacMurray and Vera Miles in 

an adventure as a Scoutmaster progresses through life as the leader of a 
bunch of Scouts.  The movie will be shown on a big screen in Lost Creek 
and be accompanied with popcorn. 

• Gold Creek 
o Try your luck in our creek that runs to the lake!  See how good you are 

during the Game Extravaganza in panning for gold! 
• Magness Office 

o Check-In and Check-Out occur here.  All visitors must check-in!  Have a 
question or need to make an emergency phone call?  Come to the 
Magness Office with any questions and find help! 

• Magness Games Opening Ceremony 
o Cubs and parents will process from their shelter to the Magness Games 

Amphitheater proudly displaying their pack and/or den flags. Delicious ice 
cream will be served as the ceremony begins! 

• First Aid 
o A medic is always on site for your assistance.  Please do not call 911!  

911 will dispatch our Staff and it is much faster if you approach a Staff 
Member and ask for help.  The Staff Member will then be able to help 
contact the Magness Medic. 

• Obstacle Course 
o Climb a rope, scramble through a cave, climb a wall, and zip down a 

cable!  Enjoy your experience at the obstacle course by timing yourself or 
just enjoying each obstacle. 

• Magness Games! 
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o The Magness athletes are getting restless and they are ready for some 
sport! Your final afternoon begins with free time activities, then moves on 
to The Magness Games! The Games will encompass individual and group 
competitions, where you will experience the culmination of your Magness 
Adventure!  

• Magness Games Ceremonial Dinner 
o Enjoy a camp-wide dinner while embracing the accomplishments met by 

the Cubs at the Magness Games!  
• Rock Climbing 

o Rock Climbing is a sport that can be very dangerous and is not allowed for 
Cub Scouts to participate in accordance with the Guide to Safe Scouting.  
Magness is not the place for you to test your skills and all of the rocks are 
not to be climbed on.  However, we do have a bouldering wall which can 
be used provided that there is proper spotting from our Magness staff 
members. 

• Shelters 
Magness has three shelters:  Eagle’s Nest, Lost Creek, and Lizard Head.  
Each shelter is the campsite’s main building that is accommodated with 
showers and bathrooms and is your site for daily meals.  The campsite has 
the ability to house around 110 people in A-Frame tents that sit on a 
permanent platform with two cots inside.  The shelters each have a flag pole 
where flags are done for the day with daily announcements.   

• Shooting Sports Pin Class 
o A class will be taught for Cub Scouts that desire to work on requirements 

for the BB gun and Archery Sport Pin requirements that require more of a 
classroom and instructional environment. 

• Tomahawks 
o Right across from our BB Gun Range is a Tomahawk Range.  Master your 

skills at throwing at a cut tree stump and see if you can stick it! 
• Trading Post 

o Buy all of your Magness memorabilia and snacks at the Trading Post!  Get 
your t-shirt here also!  Open hours are 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., 1:00 p.m. 
to 5:30 p.m., and 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

• Webelos Overnighter 
o Stay overnight in the woods up at Magness’ 2nd Mesa!  The overnighter is 

for Webelos 1 and 2 aged boys to go and stay in a tent which you 
provide that is setup by the Cub Scout with adult help.  All gear must be 
carried up to the 2nd Mesa by the Cub Scout with adult help except for the 
tent, sleeping bag, and sleeping pad which may be left in the corner of 
your shelter for a truck.  Any other gear will be left in the shelter.  Please 
make sure everything is identifiable.  Enjoy a campfire program, outdoor 
dinner, starry skies and a trail breakfast while requirements are passed off 
for the Webelos Program. 
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- New for 2008 - 
 
Paintball Slingshot Range – Try your hand at some of the most challenging target 
shooting around!  Watch paint splatter on targets down range and experience the 
excitement of Magness Adventure Camp’s new paintball slingshot range.  This new 
program at Magness Adventure Camp will be well supervised by the great Magness 
staff so that it will provide for a safe and fun program for the entire family. 
 

- Camp Contact Information - 
By Phone 
 Magness Number:  303-648-3811 
 Main Camp Number: 303-648-3023 
 Council Service Center: 303-455-5522  
 
By Mail 
Magness Adventure Camp 
Name of Participant, Pack Number 
22799 North Elbert Road, Box 97 
Elbert, Colorado  80106-0097 
 
The camp will attempt to answer phone calls 24 hours a day starting in June.  When we 
do not answer the phone please leave a detailed message.  Messages to campers are 
delivered in a timely manner based on priority. 

- Denver Area Council Contact Information -  
 

To contact the Camping Department for registration questions and year-round support, 
please contact the Council Office at the information listed below: 
 
Denver Area Council, Boy Scouts of America 
Camping Department 
2901 West 19th Avenue 
Denver, CO 80204-1786 
303-455-5522 x111  Fax:  303-455-4689 
www.denverboyscouts.org 
camping@denverboyscouts.org 
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- Equipment List - 
 

What to bring to camp: 
 

o Daypack 
o Water Bottles (drink water!)  
o Rain suit, raincoat, or poncho 
o Sunscreen & hat 
o Extra Clothing - pants, shirts, 

sweaters/fleece, socks, 
underwear, shoes 

o Swimsuit & towel 
o Toiletries - toothbrush, 

toothpaste, comb, shampoo, 
soap 

o Cub Scout Uniform 

o Sleeping bag & pillow 
o Flashlight 
o Wolf/Bear/Webelos Book 
o Money for Trading Post - 

concessions & souvenirs 
o Completed Medical Form for 

each person staying on camp 
overnight 

o Medications in original container 
o Fishing Gear (optional) 
o Camera (optional) 

 
 
Additionally, For Webelos Outpost 

o Backpack (You will have to carry the items listed below) 
o Ground cloth (i.e. - waterproof plastic tarp) 
o Foam pad (optional, but highly encouraged) 
o Sleeping Bag 
o Small tent 
o Optional items for overnighter 

 
 
 
 



 

- Magness Adult Handbook - Denver Area Council, BSA - 

13 

- Directions to Peaceful Valley Scout Ranch -  
How to Get to Magness Adventure Camp 
 
From Denver, take I-25 south to Exit 184 onto Founders Parkway near Castle Rock.  
Turn left at stop sign to Founders Parkway.  Take Founders Parkway to traffic light 
(Highway 86 intersection).  Turn left 
at stop light onto Highway 86 and 
follow Highway 86 through Franktown 
and traffic signal at Parker Road.  
Continue on Highway 86 through 
Elizabeth until you come to Elbert 
Highway on your right (just before the 
town of Kiowa). Turn on Elbert 
Highway and continue through the 
town of Elbert.  Turn right (west) into 
Peaceful Valley Scout Ranch at the 
second entrance. Magness 
Adventure Camp is on the west side 
of Elbert Road.  The address is 
22799 North Elbert Road, Box 97, 
Elbert, Colorado  80106-0097 
 

 
   
 


